HONORS COMMUNICATION ARTS I 
Welcome to Blue Valley North High School Honors Communication Arts I!

Your summer reading assignment is to read Paul Fleischman’s Whirligig.  This ALA award-winning novel is the story of Brent, who must build four whirligigs to pay penance for killing a girl in a drunken driving accident.  It is a story about learning the consequences of our actions and of learning how interconnected our lives are.  Whirligig can be borrowed at your local public library or purchased at a local bookstore.  Local bookstores that may offer a BVN summer reading discount include Borders or Barnes and Noble.  Upon your return to school, you will be using the summer reading to write a characterization essay and take a test over the content of the book, so it is important to pay close attention to characters and how they are developed in the book.

In order to successfully begin the Honors Communication Arts I at BVN, we encourage students to take notes while reading the book; please highlight or use post-its to mark important passages that relate to characterization and/or important passages of the novel.  On the back of this page is some information that may help you identify passages over which you may take notes in preparation for the class assignments and test over Whirligig.
In addition to reading Whirligig, we also want to encourage you to read for pleasure over the summer.  Reading is similar to any other skill:  the more you read, the better you will be!

Please bring your copy of Whirligig to class the very first day of school!

Have a great summer, and we look forward to meeting you in August! 

Elements of Characterization

Characterization is the term we use to discuss the ways an author reveals his or her characters in a work of fiction. Careful readers can not only recognize or list a character’s traits, but can also explain how the author communicates these character qualities. Authors generally reveal characters through either direct characterization or indirect characterization. 

( Direct Characterization tells the reader about the character directly. 

Example: “The patient boy and quiet girl were both well mannered and did not disobey their mother.” 

Explanation: The author is directly telling the reader the personality of these two children. The boy is “patient” and the girl is “quiet.” Both are “well mannered.”  

( Indirect Characterization shows things that reveal the personality of a character. As 

     you read, look for examples indirect characterization in any of the following places: 

	Description


	What does the author directly tell us about the character’s appearance? How do others describe this character? Look for physical descriptors. 

	Dialogue
	What does the character say? How does the character speak? 

	Thoughts 
	Do you have access to a character’s inner thoughts? If so, what do these thoughts suggest about the character? Are these thoughts generally positive? Negative? 

	Effect on others toward the character. 
	How do other characters feel or behave around this character, or react to his or her actions or words?

	Actions 
	What does the character do? How does the character behave? Are the character’s actions brave? Rebellious? 


